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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To provide an ink retaining material, which has proper ink 
retaining capacity, can efficiently feed an aqueous ink in the ink tank of 
an ink- jet recording device and results neither deterioration in ink 
characteristics nor deterioration in discharging characteristics, and its 
manufacturing method. 

CONSTITUTION: This ink retaining material is housed within an ink tank of 
an ink- jet recording device and made of a non-woven fabric having water, 
the electrical conductivities and surface tensions of which before and 
after being extraction-treated with pure water satisfy the formula: 
350>=. gamma . r/ . sigma . r- . gamma . s/ . sigma . s>=0 in the ink retaining material, 
which is obtained by washing un-treated non-woven fabric with a liquid 
mainly made of water. In the above- mentioned formula, .gamma. r is the 
surface tension (mN/m) of the pure water before extraction treatment, 
. sigma. r is the electrical conductivity (mS/m) of the pure water before 
extraction treatment, .gamma. s is the surface tension (mN/m) of the pure 
water after being extraction-treated and . sigma. s is the electrical 
conductivity (mS/m) of the pure water after being extraction-treated. 
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